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The Bible. s it better than

life itself?

We’ve been talking about the Bible this year so
far, and our need to read it more.

The first thing to teach younger Christian men
(and women) is the same as the last thing to
teach them: if you want to follow Jesus you have
to know His Word.

The Bible teaches us all we need to be made
right with Christ. For instance, it says:

1 Thessalonians 5:9: For God did not
appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 10:9: if you declare with your
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.

Let’s just stick with those two truths from
scripture for now. If we know them, we
are on solid ground. We can counter the
lies that (often well meaning) people say
because it does not feel right that we have
to do nothing to get right with God. The
same can be said for countless other
truths that scripture teaches us about
Jesus, about God, about our relationship
with Him.

We are fortunate, because there is a Bible
in our house. We can read it. For
centuries, Christians had no Bibles - the
ones that existed were locked up in
churches and in Latin. Because of this,
false doctrines were able to grow up and
were taught.

During the Reformation, men like Wycliffe,
Tyndale, Luther, Cranmer rediscovered the
Bible and got it translated into their
languages. For this most of them were
burnt at the stake.

They were burnt because what they taught
offended and contradicted the teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church. That
Church has not changed its teaching even
to this day. On the next page you can see
some snippets of that teaching, taken
from up to date Catholic websites.
Opposite it you can see the fate of
Christians in the past who have opposed
it.

They went to gruesome deaths because of
their love of Scripture. Do we love it ‘unto
death’? Do we read it enough?

When it comes to the issues where

Christians are called bigots today do we
continued on page 3



John Wycliffe (1320-1384)

John Huss (1369-1414)

William Tyndale (1494-1536) & Thomas Cranmer
(1489-1556)

William Hunter (1535-1555)

It must not be forgotten that many Roman Catholics have also
been martyred, by Protestants, in this country and elsewhere.
Martyrdom does not justify a cause or belief, but the question
is what is it that we are standing for and prepared to die for?

www.tfgministries.org.uk

geoff. lumley@tfgministries.org.uk
Graphics sourced from the internet




Bikle Study Series

We continue our series on 1 Peter, and start
chapter 2.
We’re joined together as Living Stones, to
Jesus, the Cornerstone of our faith and the

Temple of God.

Read the passage, and go to
www.tfgministries.org.uk/podcasts and
joinin.

continued from page 1
just flow with the tide or do we know
clearly what the Bible says?

Do we look back on the likes of those
martyrs and think they were just ignorant,
they wasted their lives standing up for
things that are not important?

As one Pope resigns, and a new one is
chosen, there won’t be any significant
changes in Catholic teaching. I’'m not
saying there aren’t Catholics who are truly
born again and saved, but the Catholic
religion is not biblically true. Sadly, some of
its errors have gained a larger audience
amongst protestant Christians.

That can only be because we have lost sight
of the Bible as the key and fundamental
doctrine of our faith. It has stopped being
the source of all that is.

Article 6 of the Church of England’s 39

Articles, written by Cranmer and others to

refute Catholic heresies, says

VI. Of the Sufficiency of the Holy
Scriptures for Salvation.
“Holy Scripture containeth all things
necessary to salvation: so that
whatsoever is not read therein, nor
may be proved thereby, is not to be
required of any man, that it should be
believed as an article of the Faith, or be
thought requisite or necessary to
salvation. In the name of the Holy
Scripture we do understand those
canonical Books of the Old and New
Testament, of whose authority was
never any doubt in the Church.”
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So, as Lent starts, commit to reading the
Bible more. Try to make yourself think
about what you have read at least twice
during the following day. And write things
you learn on our facebook pages
(tfgministries.org.uk/facebook) to help us
all. The more we know scripture, the
more we are protected from untruths that
come from both ends of the ‘church’, and

outside it.
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I’ve used something that is a major news
item this week (incase you missed it, the
Pope’s resigned) to make a point about
how well we know the Bible.

| could have written this around the
debate on marriage, or whether or not it
is right to live together before marrying,
or what we believe about X or Y.

The point is, we all need to give
Scripture a higher place in our thinking
and minds. None of us have it high
enough. Psalm 119 says many things
about God’s Word - for instance

43 Never take your word of truth from
my mouth, for | have put my hope in
your laws.

97 Oh, how | love your law! | meditate
on it all day long.

It always challenges me when | read it,
for my devotion to God’s Word (and
hence Him Himself) is so much less
committed than the writer of that Psalm.
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